
DuFief ES PTA Meeting  

November 07, 2017 

Minutes 

 
The DuFief ES PTA Meeting was called to order by Leilani Micalizzi at 7:02 pm. 
 

In Attendance 
Leilani Micalizzi, Christine Gray, Debora Brakarz, Jennifer Nakashima, Kim Brock, Jamie Pflasterer, Siva 
Venkatachalam, Huan Zhang, James Noon, Rod Allsopp, Paula Teixeira-Obaidy, Nikki valentine, Hui 
Shang, and Mallik Rao 
 
Leilani moved the motion to approve the October meeting minutes. Jennifer seconded the motion. 
October Meeting Minutes were approved without objection. 
 

President's Report (Leilani Micalizzi) 
 
Leilani noted that the executive committee had been meeting and making decisions collectively. She 
thanked the executive board for doing an excellent job in following the bylaws, and for the VPs for 
being very proactive with the events and issues that have come up. She also noted that this board 
does a good job of representing families with children across many age groups.  
 
DuFief Cares: On behalf of the board, Yonat bought 50 teddy bears with a T-shirt that says DuFief on 
it. These teddy bears are for kids with families in distress. Teachers are welcome to grab a bear to give 
out to children, to show them that we care and are thinking about them.  
 
Comfort Cases: On December 1st, career day, Robert Scheer, founder, will speak to the kids. This will 
also kick off the book drive. 
 
On December 8th, students will assemble pencil kits for foster kids. 
 
The Girl scouts will deliver the collected books and pencil kits to Comfort Cases. 
 
Rod Allsopp has graciously accepted to replace Aashima Mehta as the new MCCPTA delegate, and will 
accompany Jennifer Nakashima at the MCCPTA meetings. 
 
Membership Report: N/A since Toby was not unable to attend. 
  
1st VP Report, Community Resources (Jamie Pflasterer): 
The board held two back-2-back assemblies by Textures in Brass by Monumental Brass. Mr. Mascot 
commented that the kids loved it, kept them engaged.  
 
The board is working to schedule another assembly in February and has made calls out to many 
groups, including Urban Artistry (a really interesting hip hop group). 
 
Under the sea is scheduled to hold the assembly on March 8th. Author in residence and working on 



the Artist Hena Khan will conduct two assemblies on January 11th. (Henakhan.com) 
 
Separately, the Principal is also considering possible (reusable) glass work to enhance the school’s 
exterior similar to what was done at Stone Mill ES.  
 
Reflections notices have been sent out. Parents are encouraged to talk to their kids to participate. 
 
Abilities week was a great success and the kids were very appreciative of the speakers. 
 
In regards to the Bird feeders in house field trip on November 30th,  a call out has been made for to 
1st grade parent volunteers. 
 
2nd VP Report, Community Resources (James Noon) 
 
The first books and bagels was a success. The next events planned are “Donuts for Dads” on 
December 6th, and “Muffins with Moms” in the month of May. 
 
The first ‘Dining for DuFief” at Paisanos collected $ 270 for the school. The next one will be at Chipotle 
in November, and will bring in 50% of all sales.  
 
Box tops brought in $369. Everyone is encouraged to continue collecting them. 
 
Manna food drive seemed to go well. And there will be a shoe collection next. 
 
“Treats for Troops”, organized by Shannon Mack, collected over 108 pounds.  
 
3rd VP Report, Social Events (Kim Brock) 
 
Movie night was a great success. Huge thanks to Toby Salauddin for sponsoring it, and to Runako 
Allsopp for organizing it. For next time the suggestions provided were for the PTA to be clear about 
what the sponsor is providing and if the PTA will sell supplementary food items (Pizza, etc.) 
 
Sunshine committee:  4thgraders have it all setup. The boy scouts and the girl scouts put together 
“survival kits” and will have fruits and coffee for teachers.  
 
Call for volunteers for the Talent Show. A suggestion was made for Kim to contact Seth Waxman, 
since he did a great job last year. 
 
Question was raised if the PTA tracks attendance at these events to figure out how well they are 
attended?  
 
Further suggestions were made that there should be requirement that parents stay with the kids 
otherwise kids are running around during these events, without parent supervision. It was noted that 
the fliers did state that parents need to mind their kids. 
 
Suggestion: Provide a seating arrangement (chairs) that is more conducive for movie night.  
 



Treasurer’s Report (Siva Venkatachalam)  
 
The treasurer distributed copies of the financials updated through the end of October 2017. 
 
Membership + Donations: The combined budgeted amount was $11,500. And right now at the school 
has collected $8,000. Thus, efforts are required to reach our goal for the year, but current levels are 
higher this year than where levels were last year at this point in time. 
 
After membership dues are paid, the delta should be at $10, 000. 
 
Proceeds from vendors, for the ‘Back to school” event are yet to be received.  
 
Debra suggested that the treasurer can remove the volunteer cards since the PTA has quite a few left 
over from last year. 
 
Once Halloween party expenses are in, a better idea will emerge on the budget that can be allocated 
for the Valentines party.  
 
Suggestion: Send email reminder for Halloween party volunteers to send in their receipts. 
 
The minutes will note that Aashima Mehta had asked for $500 for International night, and the PTA 
approved the new budget accordingly. 
 
MCCPTA Delegate Report  (Aashima Mehta and Jennifer Nakashima) 
 
The MCCPTA approved a support for DACA students.  
 
Approved their priorities for this year, and the report is available on their website. There are the items 
they will be advocating for in Annapolis. Most is about access to education for all, irrespective of 
socio-economic education. They are trying to figure out how to increase access to AP tests at schools 
across the county, to be similar to more affluent high schools.  
 
Suggestion: The board will check if the PTA portal has a link to the MCCPTA portal. 
 
They will be weighing in on calendar issues. But they would like to hear from parents as well.  
 
Teachers have not provided feedback on calendar issues. They are focusing on the Governor’s change, 
and the fact that the change was made without sufficient input from educators.  
 
Mr. Mascott noted that Montgomery country is trying to weigh various models on how to restructure 
the school calendar. Montgomery County is one of the only counties with a weeklong spring break – 
and that may reduce.  
 
The MCCPTA embezzlement issue was resolved, and the person involved pled guilty. She is awaiting 
sentencing, and will be required to pay restitution.  
 
 



Wootton Cluster Report (Debora Brakarz) 
 
Stone Mill ES received the award for the PTA that got the greatest increase in membership across the 
whole state of Maryland. The methods they use are similar to what the DuFief PTA uses, except for 
lectures prior to the PTA meeting (such as a lecture on “Transition from elementary to middle 
school”).  
 
Stone Mill ES’s dues are $18 for a parent and $35 for family.  
 
Suggestion: Does the PTA track the breakout of membership across classes at our school? 
 
Suggestion: Charge 5th grade more for the school year 
 
Membership Survey (Leilani Micalizzi) 
 
Overall parents were happy with communication. And the recommendation was to maintain the same 
level of communication as it is now.  
 
56% responded in favor of maintaining the same level of activities, while 34% voted to lower the level 
of activities. The Talent Show, and the Dragon Fest were among the Top 5 activities.  
 
Suggestion: The President volunteered to share the survey data if anyone was interested. 
 
The PTA will decide on reducing the frequency of “Books and Bagels” from 3 events to 1-2. 
 
Response rate for the survey was about 50 out of a total of 250 families.  
 
The PTA has also asked Room parents to reach out to other parents to volunteer. A concern was 
raised that the PTA may not have conveyed to room parent’s clear direction on their scope for 
support to the class. 
 
Question: In addition to the class parties, what other activities are the room parents responsible for? 
And do the teachers want more involvement from the room parents?  
 
Mr. Mascott noted that he has not heard any complaints from teachers on the level of involvement of 
room parents, or requests for more volunteers for class activities. Mr. Mascott volunteered to ask his 
leadership team if the room parents need to be more involved.  
 
Principal’s Report (Brent Mascott) 
 
The principal noted that student report cards will be sent home on the 22nd of November. Parent 
Teacher conferences fell on this week and next week due to scheduling issues.  
He also noted that the staff appreciates the sunshine committee and such efforts. 
 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Report: 
DuFief Elementary was planned to have its construction complete by the fall of 2022. But MCPS has 
bumped Dufief up a year to finish in the fall of 2021. Per the current plan construction will begin 



January 2020 and children will need to move to the holding school. 
 
MCPS based their decisions on the  FACT score, and previously the majority of weightage was based 
on the condition of the building. But they have changed that, to looking at KFIs , which consider the 
condition of the building, HVACS, safety, enrollment, among other factors. A big factor in advancing 
our construction timeline was enrollment from Rachael Carlson, and hence as we were advanced up, 
schools such as Wootton, and Cold Spring were bumped down.  
 
Schools that were already in the pipeline to move out, were retained.  
 
MCPS used to call it a REVEX – Revitalization and Expansion process. But going forward, they are going 
to remove that term and instead use the terms to include “Facilities Upgrade with Additions”. That 
means that they will gain flexibility to consider complete teardown and brand new building, versus 
working within the same construct.  
 
For example, our school is definitely getting an addition but don’t know what else will change – work 
within the building and addition, and everything in between. County experts are expected to come 
over next year to evaluate the extent of changes necessary. 
 
These ideas are part of the School Superintendent’s recommendation that still has to be voted on by 
the Board. And the county still has to approve the budget, however, that has been the practice during 
past years. 
 
DuFief students will be at the holding school for about 18 months. The MCPS CIP page has all the 
information on criteria: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/planning/cipmaster.aspx 
  
The MCPS board meeting is scheduled for November 8th. Parents are encouraged to speak on behalf 
of the cluster.  
 
Debra added that overcrowding is being given more weight vs the age of the school. Hence DuFief is 
being maintained on the renovation list.  
 
School boundaries due to Crown is not going to impact DuFief boundaries, with the exception of an 
intake of 300 students from Rachael Carlson. The determination of which 300 students will move, will 
be made 18 months before the decision is executed. No decisions yet on if the 300 will stay back in 
the Quince Orchard cluster or they move to the Wootton cluster.  
 
Question: What happens to academy? Mr. Mascott to find out  
 
Old Business – No old business was discussed. 
 
New Business – No new business was discussed.  
 
Leilani Micalizzi moved the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 pm. Rob Allsopp seconded the 
motion. The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 pm. 
 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/planning/cipmaster.aspx


Minutes were taken by Mallik Rao 
 


