
DuFief ES PTA Meeting  

May 01, 2018 

Minutes 

 
The DuFief ES PTA meeting was called to order by Leilani Micalizzi at 7:01 pm. 
 

In Attendance 
Leilani Micalizzi, Brent Mascott, Yonat Laurie, Kim Brock, Siva Venkatachalam, James Noon, Jamie 
Pflasterer, lauren Su, Aarti, and Mallik Rao. 
 
President's Report (Leilani Micalizzi) 
 
The president moved the motion to approve the meeting minutes for March and April 2018 minutes. 
Kim seconded the motion. The motion was seconded by Kim Brock. The meeting minutes are 
approved. 
 
The kindergarten team applied for a mini-grant for lady-bugs and with that the PTA is left about $41 in 
the mini-grant funds. 
 
The Dragon Fest was well received. Sold 81 tickets in pre-sales and about 70 more tickets on site. The 
PTA also sold T-Shirts, Replicas and stickers. The PTA sold lesser pizzas than it expected. The rain 
posed a slight disruption with the Fest. 
 
The president thanked Jamie, Kim, James, Siva for their hard work and thanked everyone else by 
name. 
 
Among some of the accomplishments for the PTA, we did many new thinks like Coin wars, comfort 
kits drive, and pencil kits for foster kids, and a parent’s survey. The PTA tried new things like ‘Donuts 
or Dad’s’ in addition to ‘Muffins for Mom’s” which is tomorrow. We tried a new format for Dragon 
Fest wherein the parents did not have to volunteer. We transitioned the mail list from yahoo to 
WordPress, and the Website to match-up. 
 
For next year, the PTA is going to reduce the dining for DuFief events to one every other month. The 
PTA still plan to conduct Coin wars in October. Not going to do movie night.  
 
The PTA discussed the opinion of cutting out Bingo night too, in favor of subsidizing Dragon Fest. 
Options include maybe offer a reduced price for children less than 4 years. Plus the PTA will eliminate 
Movie Night in FY19. In summary the PTA decided to Ice cream social, and Back to school night, and 
Bingo night will be held in the Fall.  
 
The PTA team will finalize the list of events during the budget session.  
 
Yonat disagrees with Books and Bagels being named a mom’s or dad’s events. Other suggestions are 
to consider a Winter Dance which requires allocation of money and volunteers. 
 



Debra agreed to chair the Winter Dance and the Ability Awareness event.  
 
Membership Report (Toby Salahuddin) 
 
An update was not provided. 
 
1st VP Report, Educational Programs (Jamie Pflasterer) 
 
Nothing to report 
 
2nd VP Report, Community Resources (James Noon) 
 
James reported that the “Dining for DuFief” event for May is at Potomac Pizza. If we are going to cut 
Dining For DuFief events then we are going to keep Chipotle 
 
3rd VP Report, Social Events (Kim Brock) 
 
Kim reported that we have two Sunshine event – one for 2nd grade and one for Kindergarten 
And she suggested that the PTA had to think about the Back to School picnic.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (Siva Venkatachalam)  
 
We have budgeted to bring in about $2000 for Dragon Fest but the event brought in $2400 from the 
event. And we had budgeted expenses to be about $3000, but the expenses came in lower at $2800. 
We still are awaiting about $ 400 to transfer from PayPal (presales and onsite sales). 
 
The Fiscal year closes June 30th so please submit your reimbursements at the earliest, and cash out 
any checks that the PTA has issues you. Budget meeting in July/August will be scheduled around end 
of July. All are requested to attend the budget meeting since events for FY19 will be finalized at that 
meeting.  
 
The PTA also needs to nominate an audit team (3 members), independent of PTA members, to audit 
the PTA accounts.  
 
MCCPTA Delegate Report (Rod Allsopp and Jen ) 
 
No attendance 
 
Wootton Cluster Report (Debora Brakarz and Lauren Su) 
 
No meeting was held in this period 
 
 
 
New Business: Dragon Guides 
 
Debra announced that she has only received 3 requests for Dragon Guides, and 3 parents have 



volunteered to be the Guides. The PTA also discussed that Kindergarten play dates prior to the start of 
the school year are not a PTA event but are considered as very useful events. 
 
Leilani volunteered to organize the Kindergarten play dates.  
 
New Business: PTA Elections 
 
The President moved a voice vote to elect the PTA members, namely:  
 
Social Media Secretary: Yonat Laurie 
Recording Secretary: Mallik Rao 
Treasurer: Siva Venkatachalam 
3rd VP Social Events: Kim Brock 
2nd VP Community Resources: James Noon 
1st VP Educational Programs: Jamie Pflasterer  
President: Leilani Micalizzi 
 
Leilani asked for floor nominations for any of the positions, and there was not response. The PTA 
team was reelected by voice vote, unanimously during the voice vote. 
 
Principal’s Report (Brent Mascott) 
 
The Principal informed the PTA that MCPS has asked Johns Hopkins to conduct a review of the 
curriculum since the past one was required to follow “Common Core” and hence wrote the 
curriculum themselves. They looked at The written curriculum, talk curriculum and the learn 
curriculum (scoring), and based on all that they came up with a recommendation. 
 
The evaluation team recommended: 
 

1. Create new instructions for English language, arts and math’s. 
2. Design a multi-year phase-in for reading, writing and math curriculum for K through 8th grade. 
3. Also to look at purchasing a curriculum rather than build your own 

 
Next steps, for 2018-2019 school Principals got a choice to either nominate their schools to pilot 
either the reading or math curriculum for next year. MCPS is looking for 30 volunteers in each 
category (and allocated by lottery) and applicable for K through 8th grade. 
 
Timeline: Identification of participating schools will be provided in the month of May and with June 
being when recommendations for board approval, and selection of curriculum provider. In July the 
schools chosen for the pilot will receive professional education. And by the year 2020-2021 every 
school is going to be implementing the new curriculum.  
 
The new curriculum will be more technology focused 
 
The DuFief School Leadership team considered two options: 

1. Scenario 1 – Hold off, but we still have to follow best practices (added or changed) 
2. Scenario 2 – Sign up for math or reading language/art (a school can only sign up for one or the 



other) 
 
After discussion, the leadership team expressed interest in volunteering for the new curriculum for 
piloting reading language/arts.  Chances are that DuFief has a good chance to be selected since we 
are a small school and teachers are well regarded plus we have a learning center. We will know in 
May if we have been selected. If we do get selected, that would be a big shift for reading language 
arts.  
 
For school’s that was selected for the new math curriculum, MCPS has not provided guidance for 
what they will do with the 4th and 5th graders that are part of Compacted Math’s.  But MCPS will 
work with the curriculum developer to develop the compacted math curriculum paths. 
 
Curriculum 2.0 or even the new curriculum still has to follow Common-Core. The only thing that 
changes is the sequenced of lessons and the duration of each session/topic.  
 
The teachers are excited to adopt the new curriculum since the material and resources needed for 
teaching will be provided to them, something the current curriculum does not provide. 
 
PARK testing will go on for a few weeks. Report cards for the 4th quarter will be mailed home.  
 
Kindergarten orientation will be on Friday, June 1st, rain date is Monday, June 4th 
 
We have only 27 kids so far, which is lower than last year. The school has still allocated two positions. 
But the office has asked for the number of registered students. The office can take a teacher away 
anytime up to September 30th.  
 
Old Business – No old business was addressed. 
 
The meeting stood adjourned at 8:12 pm. 
 

Minutes were taken by Mallik Rao 


